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The First Annual Nacimiento 
Heritage Team’s (NHT) Art 
Festival is shaping up to be a 
colorful blend of a wide array of 
paintings, fine art photography, 
pottery, handcrafts….and even 
more.

The Nacimiento Art Festival 
will be a two-day affair, 
Saturday, October 6th and 
Sunday, October 7th, starting 
both days at 10 a.m. and running 
till 5 p.m. The NHT extends a 
cordial invitation to all to come 
and see the work of some of the 
best artists and craftspeople the 
Cuba area has to offer. And we 
have world-class artists here, 
from our Native-American 
artisans to fine jewelers, potters 
and photographers to sculptors 
and at least one European-
trained painter whose work 
ranges over a wide gamut.

An added attraction for 
seasoned shoppers:  It’s getting 
to be close to Christmas and 
you might find an unusual art 
object or clever craft invention 
to put under the tree. 

This is the first major 
event the newly reorganized 
Nacimiento Heritage Team is 
putting on and they hope the 
Nacimiento Art Festival will 
become a respected, annual 
event in the area. The goal of 
the NHT is to preserve and 
record the heritage and history 
of, and promote and bring 
events to, the area. 

All the art and crafts inside 
the main area of the event must 
be original and produced by 

the hand of the artist. Outside 
the main area, the NHT will 
have space for food vendors 
and those wishing to sell other 
items not meeting the criteria 
for display in the main area.

And for those who like to 
take a little chance:  buy some 
raffle tickets.  Drawings will be 
held several times each day….
with winning items including 
fried chicken from Mickey’s 
Saveway, household goods, El 
Bruno’s salsa, and art works.  
Tickets are only $1 each.  
The money will go directly 
to the Nacimiento Heritage 
Team, which is a non-profit 
organization. 

Nacimiento is Spanish for 
“birth place” and locally refers 
to the Nacimiento Mountains 
that rise immediately to the 
east of Cuba. 

Spaces are still available for 
artists wishing to display/sell 
their work.  If you bring your 
own table, it will be $10 for an 
8x10 foot space; if you need to 
also rent a table, it will be $15 
for an 8x10 foot space.  The 
cost covers both days.  Please 
reserve your spot ahead of time  
ALL SPACES MUST BE PAID 
FOR BY OCTOBER 5TH.  Call 
Geraldine at the Cuba Visitors 
Center at 505-289-3808.

The Festival will be held 
in the Eichwald Center, which 
is east on Highway 126 from 
Highway 550 at the north end 
of Cuba. 

Also featured at this Festival 
will be a Junior Arts & Crafts 

1st Annual 
Nacimiento 
Art Festival 
Oct 6 & 7
Cuba, NM

See ART on pg 2

Cuba has long been a wide, 
blank spot on the course of 
the Continental Divide Trail 
(CDT) through New Mexico. 

The trail wanders down 
out of the San Pedro Parks 
Wilderness to the northeast of 
us and stops at the Los Pinos 
trailhead up on Los Pinos Road. 
It picks up again about 4 miles 
south of Cuba on Highway 
197 on a rutty BLM road and 
heads south down towards 
Grants. Through hikers on the 
Canada-to-Mexico trail find 
themselves wandering around 
village streets and out on the 
main highway trying to find 
the connection.

The Continental Divide 
Trail is a 3,100-mile-long, 
mostly wilderness, trail that 
passes through five states on a 
ziggy-zaggy course from the 
Canadian Border in Montana 
to the Mexican Border in New 
Mexico. In 1966, the idea of 
the Continental Divide Trail 
was proposed to Congress. 

See CDT on pg 4

Continental 
Divide Trail 
link through 
Cuba closer 
to reality

Dr Richard Kozoll, local 
trail coordinator for the 
Continental Divide trail 
Alliance, studies possible 
routes for the CDT through 
the Cuba area.

This issue is the 2nd to last 
for 2007. There will be one 
more issue in December. This 
year we printed nine issues, 
but next year we will only 
print 6. Our experience this 

SPECIAL 
THANKS 
TO OUR 
ADVERTISERS!

See THANKS on pg 2

FALL COLORS 
A MUST-SEE IN 
MOUNTAINS 
NEAR CUBA!

Nights are getting 
colder, days getting 
shorter and fall 
colors are just around 
the corner up in the 
high country east of 
Cuba! Colors can be 
really spectacular 
and up in our part 
of the Santa Fe 
National forest you 
aren’t going to see a 
lot of people.

For a quick jaunt 
to great colors (you 
should be able 
to look up at the 
mountains from 
downtown Cuba and 
see if the colors have 
changed), drive up 
to Bluebird Point, 
about ten miles east 

of Cuba on Highway 126. 
Highway 126 goes east off 
of Highway 550 at the north 
end of Cuba. When you top 
out on 126, there’s a forest 
road to your right, FR 98. 
Take 98 about 2 miles to 
the viewpoint. The road up 
should be pretty colorful.

Less than a mile on up 126 
from FR 98 is FR 70, which 

cuts off to the left. Follow 70 all 
the way to its intersection with 
103, then return to 126 on 103. 

See COLORS pg 2
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For a Free Vacation Guide contact us at: 
1-800-252-0191 or www.sandovalcounty.org
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• Blue Horse B&B
877-258-4677

• Circle A Ranch Hostel & Meeting Place
505-289-3350

• Elk Mountain Lodge
800-815-2859

• Hacienda de Placitas Inn of the Arts
505-867-0082

• Hacienda Vargas B&B Inn
800-261-0006

• La Cueva Lodge 
866-312-0102

• La Hacienda Grande B&B 
800-353-1887

• Trails End RV Park
505-829-4072

Contest for younger artisans 
ages 18 and under.  Schools 
participating can provide up 
to 10 pieces of artwork from 
their students….the work 
will be judged Saturday, 
with cash prizes given that 
afternoon…$50 for first prize, 
$30 for second, ages 12 to 18; 
and $50 for first prize, $30 for 
second, ages 11 and under.

The students may then sell 
their work.

There will be music and 
entertainment both days, 
including dancers, guitarists 
and long-time new mexico dj 
and educator, marty vigil.

Vendors may also display 
outside the Eichwald Center, 
for the same costs as inside. 

The NHT is STILL looking 
for MORE food vendors 
who want to set up outside 
the Center. We NEED food 
vendors! All food vendors 
should have and display a 
food handler’s license and fill 
out a form for the Village of 
Cuba.

There are no restrictions on 
the quality or origin of items 
for sale outside.

-#-

ART from front page

year has told us 6 issues 
will pretty much do what 
nine did this year.

The Nacimiento Heritage 
Team and the Cuba Area 
Visitor Guide want to thank 
those who have supported 
us with their advertising. 

A special thanks goes to 
Mickey Herrera of Mickey’s 
Saveway who paid some 
pretty outrageous prices for 
his color ads. His buying 
color also enabled us to have 
three other pages of color 
for those issues. When you 
saw color images on the 
front page, it was basically 
Mickey who paid for them. 
Mickey bought ads for all 
the issues.

Hazel and Bruno Herrera 
of El Bruno’s Restaurante 
pitched in for color in the 
last two issues. They also 

THANKS from front page bought half-page ads in all 
nine issues.

Sandoval County, Phillip 
Herrera at Saveway 
Variety and Bill Sullivan at 
Morningstar Realty have 
supported us all season with 
half-page ads. The Village of 
Cuba bought ½ page ads for 
their Mudd Maddness event.

RonJay & Judy Sorrow 
at Del Prado Restaurant 
supported us with quarter-
page ads in all issues. 
Sandoval County Fair bought 
quarter-page ads.

And a big thanks to all the 
others who saw the value of 
an area guide and supported 
us with smaller ads: Suenos 
Encantados Bed & Breakfast; 
Cuba Chevron; Cuba 
Laundry; JG&S Automotive; 
Larry’s Tire Shop; Wells 
Fargo Bank.

-#-

There are some pretty spectacular views and lots of color.
Bring your camera! Stop in Cuba on your way out, buy some gas 

and eat in one of our fine restaurants!

COLORS from front page

Even in black & white, the fall colors are 
spectacular!
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CUBA AREA VISITOR GUIDE
Bill Leverton, Editor

 www.cubanmareaguide.org
    The Cuba Area Visitor Guide is published 9  times a year (February, April, May, June, July, 
August, September, October & December) by the Nacimiento Heritage Team (NHT), P.O. Box 
2044, Cuba, NM 87013 - (505) 289-2107, a non-profit organization to further interest in the Cuba 
area by the general public. All content in this publication is copyright 2007 by NHT and/or Bill 
Leverton, all rights reserved.
     The Cuba Visitor Center is located at the corner of Highway 550 & 126 at the north end of Cuba. 
505-289-3808 or email: visit@cubanm.org.
    We welcome ideas for articles about local area history, attractions, events & activities. If you 
or your group is having an event, please let us know and we will print your info, both in this 
publication and on our website.  Please call or email us at biz@cubanmareaguide.org. Do not send 
an email with an attachment unless we ask you. It will not be opened.
    Any image we use must have the written permission of the person who took it.
    Please call for ad rates or go to www.cubanmareaguide.org/vgadpay.
    All ads and articles must be in our office by the 25th of the month prior to publication.     
   We invite comment on any story we do or any issue relevant to history, tourism or events in our 
area. Length is not a factor as long as the writing is relevant. We will not publish angry, hateful, 
false or libelous material. You may send images, but see the email submission requirements above 
first. You must identify yourself as the writer of the comment and have a published telephone 
number for us to contact you (we want to be absolutely sure you wrote the comment).
   We do not accept political comment or political ads.

SAVEWAY VARIETY
in Cuba since 1975

...we have increased our New            
   Mexican & Native American 
   Music selection!
...locally handcrafted jewelry, 
    pottery, fine art photography, 
    and crafts!
...and lots of other stuff!

SAVEWAY VARIETY - NEVER TOO FAR FROM ENTERTAINMENT!
6392A Highway 550, Cuba, NM

(505) 289-3561

SAVEWAY VARIETY SPECIAL!
ASSORTMENT OF SHOES NOW IN STOCK!  

men’s, women’s, all sizes - $19.95

JUST ARRIVED! New, Southwest style 
wool & acrylic blankets - from $10 to $250

Please attend and support the Cuba Art Festival!Baca, Ethel 
Barncord, Rich 
Benevidez, Rudy 
Case, Ed 
Case, Mary
Cuba Area Health Clinic 
Cuba Investment Company
Cuban Café
Garcia, Vi  
Gueye, Fatou 
Hughes, JoAnne 
JG & S Automotive 
Leverton, Bill 

Leverton, Bonnie 
Lewis, Hilma 
Martinez, Geraldine 
Massey, Edith  
MTE, Inc. (NAPA) 
New Beginnings Inspirational Gifts
Ortega’s Farmers Insurance 
Raindrops Car Wash 
Romero, Albina 
Romero, Rick 
Roybal, Melissa 
Sanchez, Shirley 
Saveway Variety (Phillip Herrera) 

Schaefer, arolyn 
Smelser, Sam 
Vigil, Marty 
Ward, Winona 
Wiles, Larry

NACIMIENTO HERITAGE 
TEAM MEMBERSHIP
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Congress in turn authorized 
the study of the Trail under 
the National Trails System 
Act of 1968. 

In November 1978, the 
Congressional Oversight 

Committee of the National 
Trails System designated the 
CDT as a National Scenic 
Trail. A 50-mile wide corridor 
was identified on either side 
of the Continental Divide 
in which to locate the final 
route.

The vision for the CDT 
is to create a primitive and 
challenging backcountry trail 
on or near the Continental 
Divide to provide people with 
the opportunity to experience 
the unique and incredibly 
scenic qualities of the area. 

For many of the same 
reasons National Parks are 
established, National Scenic 
Trails are created to conserve 
the nationally significant 
scenic, historic, natural and 
cultural qualities of the area. 
In addition, National Scenic 

CUBA

The red line marks the Cuba Mesa Trail from the Los 
Pinos trail head on the north to the 197 trail head on the 
south. The yellow line is an alternate route.

Local CDT enthusiasts work on the trail on Mesa Portales 
earlier this year. Photo courtesy Continental Divide Trail Alliance

Trails are designed for 
recreation and the enjoyment 

of these very special places.
In the past months some 

local folks have taken on the 
job of identifying possible 
routes to connect the trail 
in the Cuba area. It is not an 
easy task to find a route that 
doesn’t pass through private 
property. At a meeting about 
this issue earlier in the year, 
some local ranchers were not 
impressed with hikers they had 
encountered on their property 
and seemed disinclined to 
give access to a trail.

Since then, local CDT Trail 
Coordinator Dr Richard Kozoll 
and other trail enthusiasts have 
spent many hours mapping out 
two possible routes that cross 
very little private land. The 
owners of the private land the 
routes cross have expressed 
willingness to work with the 
group.

The two routes, one to the 
west of Cuba and the other 
to the east, are shown on the 
map image above. Dr Kozoll 
favors the west side route for 
its scenic values and closer 
access to downtown Cuba. 

That route would bring the 
trail down close along Los 
Pinos Road, cross the Rio 
Puerco, then move west up 
onto Cuba Mesa. The trail 
would meander down Cuba 
Mesa on the east side with 
spectacular views of the Cuba 
Valley before it turned west 
into a drainage that would 
drop it down on the desert 
floor on the west side of the 
Mesa, near Chijuilla Wash. 
It would work its way south, 
across 197 and eventually join 
with the present trail coming 
from the south.

“I like this option,” said 
Dr Kozoll, “it brings the trail 
closer to town and would bring 
through hikers into Cuba to 
shop at our businesses. Also, 
it just provides some very 
spectacular scenery. And, 
we’d only have to deal with 
one private land owner who 
has already expressed his 
willingness to help us.”

Dr Kozoll and local health 
care officials are also applying 
for a substantial grant that 
would help build a connecting, 
local trail system in Cuba that 
would meander around the 
Village, connecting various 
points from the fairgrounds 
on the south to the Eichwald 
Center and town park on 
the north.  There would be 
stations, or stops, along the 
way with signs giving health 
care information and exercise 
routines.

The ability to easily 
access the local portions of 
the Continental Divide Trail 
would have some economic 
impact for Cuba. Day and 
weekend hikers could be 
lured from Albuquerque and 
other areas to hike short, very 
scenic sections of the trail. 
“You don’t have to be hiking 
from Mexico to Canada to 
enjoy some really beautiful 
country along the CDT here,” 
said Dr Kozoll.

The Nacimiento Heritage 
Team has fully signed on to 
this effort and will be helping 
to identify cultural resources 
along the trail as well as 
promoting visitors to it.

Go to www.cdtrail.org for 
more info.

-#-The CDT passes through spectacular scenery in our area! Cabezon Peak from the CDT. 
Photo courtesy Mary Twenter, CDT hiker
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The Nacimiento Heritage Team presents the 1st annual

NACIMIENTO
ART

FESTIVAL
OCTOBER 6 & 7, 2007

10 am to 5 pm each day at the Eichwald Center. 
Take Highway 126 east from 550 at the north end 
of Cuba, New Mexico. For info: 505-289-3808 or
visit@cubanm.org

The Continental Divide Trail 
(CDT) through our part of New 
Mexico passes through some 
very spectacular scenery. To the 
north, the trail picks up at the 
Los Pinos trailhead and rises 
up into the San Pedro Parks 
Wilderness. This is our “high 

TAKE A DAY OR OVERNIGHT HIKE 
ALONG A SCENIC PORTION OF THE 
CONTINENTAL DIVIDE TRAIL

altitude” part of the trail topping 
out at about 10,000 feet.

To the south, the “high desert” 
part of the CDT picks up at a 
south turn off Highway 197 out 
of Cuba onto a BLM dirt road. 
The turnoff is at mp 4.2. After 
a few hundred yards you start 

picking up white-tipped cedar 
posts marking the trail. The dirt 
road, easily navigated by high-
centered vehicles (unless it has 
rained), is the trail for two miles 
before you come to a fair-sized 
wash. The posts veer off to your 
left and you are now hiking 
cross-country. Start your hike 
anywhere along here.

Once you cross the wash, 
Mesa Portales is to your left and 
the posts guide along the base of 
the mesa until the trail works its 
way to the top. “Trail” is mostly 
posts and Cairns marking the 
way. This is an easy day hike 
out and back or an out and back 
overnighter with lots of weird 
formations on and along the 
mesa. The scenery from the 
mesa is pretty expansive and 
you’re not likely to run into 
anybody.

Take plenty of water and 
layered clothing and rain gear. 
Temperatures around here lately 
have been dropping down into 
the high 30’s at night and up 
into the 70’s during the day. The 
altitude on top of Mesa Portales 
is a little above 7,000 feet.

-#-

View from CDT. Photo courtesy Mary Twenter, CDT hiker
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WHO TO CALL
Police Emergencies     911
Fire Emergencies     911

Police Dept. Office, Cuba  289-9157
Sheriff’s Office, Sandoval County 289-3007
New Mexico State Police  289-3605 OR 289-3443
Fire Department Office, Cuba                289-3456
Regina Volunteer Fire Dept  289-4002

Forest Service, Coyote                             638-5526
Forest Service, Cuba                 289-3265

Senior Center, Cuba                                    289-3510

Los Pinos Family Health, Cuba               289-3326
PMS/Cuba Health Clinic &
 Dental Clinic   289-3291
Health Clinic of Northern NM –
 Coyote Clinic   638-5487

True Value Hardware, Cuba  289-3705
NAPA Auto Parts   289-3223
Vigils Auto Parts   289-3440
Lovato’s Wrecker Service  289-3201
Larry’s Tires                                               289-3931
Cuba Laundry                                             289-9131

Morningstar Realty                                    289-0001

Cuba Village Clerk   289-3758
Cuba Regional Visitor’s Center               289-3808
Cuba Community Library                         289-3100
     (Free internet access)

Apache Nugget Casino                289-2486

Cuban Café    289-0257
Del Prado Café  (wireless internet)            289-3888
Presciliano’s Cafe                                        289-3177
El Bruno’s Restaurante                              289-9429
Cuba Chevron (Burritos)  289-0338
McDonald’s    289-2345
Piasano Pizzeria   289-0302
Subway    289-0334

Suenos Encantados B&B  289-3327
Cuban Lodge    289-3269
Del Prado Motel   289-3475
Frontier Motel                 289-3474
Circle A Ranch Hostel                289-3350
Los Pinos RV Park   289-3525
Theresa’s RV Park   289-3244

Saveway Market                                          289-3454
Saveway Variety                                          289-3561
Family Dollar                                               289-0046
Circle K                                                        289-3484
7-11                                                               289-3713
Torreon Community Store                         731-2422

Lackey’s Lock & Key Service                  289-3949

DISCLAIMER
The Cuba Area Visitor 

Guide, its writers, its 
advertisers and the 
Nacimiento Heritage Team 
do not suggest, ask or imply 
that any reader travel to 
any places mentioned in this 
publication. We give you the 
best information we have, but 
travel to these places is your 
own decision and at your own 
risk.

 Any travel into our deserts 
and mountains should be 
done so properly equipped, 
supplied and ready to take 
care of yourself!  

Cuba Country is comprised 
of thousands of square miles of 
back country and wilderness 
where fellow travelers may be 
few or none for long periods 
of time. 

Cell phone service is 
spotty. 

There is a lot of private land 
mixed in with public land, 
especially in the desert. Please 
respect and do not trespass on  
private property!

CUBA COUNTRY



Cuba Area Visitor Guide Page 7

EVENTS
OCTOBER 6-7, 2005 - Eichwald Center in Cuba - 1st annual 
Nacimiento Art Festival. See article on front page 

DECEMBER, 2007 - Cuba, NM - Christmas activities, to be 
announced 
For more information, contact the Cuba Visitor Center,
505-289-3808, corner of 550 & 126, north end of Cuba. 
visit@cubanm.org

Fantastically well maintained 3 
bd. 2 bath beauty on 6 acres with 
outbuilding. Motivated seller ask-

ing $149,000. All offers 
considered.

Affordable Adobe! Older home in 
very good condition. Small yard 
for easy care. All this at a price 

you can’t pass up. $52,500

Gather around the fireplace 
on winter days! 2 bd. 1 bath in 
downtown Cuba - storage and 
barn, 2 lots. $85,000 or offer!

40 acre parcels on county road. 
BLM access on this quiet county 

road. Buy one or both and double 
your pleasure. $60,000 each

Just reduced! 4 bd. 2 bath and 
oversized 2 car garage. ½ ac lot in 
Cuba. Nice and well kept home in 
quiet area. $91,000 is a must see!

Mountain Lake View! 2 ac. to 16 
ac. lots overlooking Bear Paw 
Lake. Priced from $34,900 to 
$170,000. 4 to choose from!

Remote and quiet area at Llaves! 
40 ac. with pond at $59,900. 40 ac. 
treed $40,000 or larger ac. avail-

able to 160 ac. Call today

Great home in quiet area. 22 ac. 
with lots of amenities. 4 bed. 3 

bath home. Large shop and green 
house. Outdoor fire pit and bar! 

$219,000
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